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[bookmark: _Toc209687736]Diploma
1. Completion of second-cycle studies in architecture at the Faculty of Architecture of Cracow University of Technology (hereinafter referred to as FA of the CUT) is confirmed by a diploma certifying the title of a Master of Engineering in Architecture.
2. The master's diploma thesis in the field of architecture is a project work that conforms, in terms of knowledge, skills, and social competencies, to the guidelines of the educational standards preparing for the practice of the architectural profession and the provisions of these specific regulations.
[bookmark: _Toc209687737]Supervisor
1. The diploma thesis is carried out by the student under the guidance of an academic teacher – a supervisor.
2. The supervisor of the master's diploma thesis in the field of architecture ought to be an academic teacher employed at the FA of the CUT – an architect with scientific achievements constituting a significant contribution to the development of the scientific discipline - architecture and urban planning, or building qualifications in the architectural specialty without restrictions and significant design achievements, in particular: 
a) holding at least a postdoctoral degree obtained within the scientific discipline of architecture and urban planning;
b) holding at least a doctoral degree obtained within the scientific discipline of architecture and urban planning, employed as a professor at the CUT and having construction qualifications in the architectural specialty to design without restrictions;
c) holding at least a doctoral degree in the scientific discipline of architecture and urban planning, employed as an assistant professor and having construction qualifications in the architectural specialty to design without restrictions, subject to the written approval of the dean.
3. The co-supervisor of the master's diploma thesis in the field of architecture ought to be: 
a) [bookmark: _bookmark2]an academic teacher employed at the FA of CUT – architect, holding at least a doctoral degree, construction license in the field of architecture without restrictions and significant design achievements, without supervisor privileges (in accordance with the above provisions);
b) an academic teacher from another Polish or foreign university cooperating with the FA of the CUT – an architect, holding at least a doctoral degree or employed as a university professor;
4. In special cases, such as dual degree programmes implemented under international agreements, the master's thesis may be carried out under the guidance of two supervisors: one from the home university and one from a cooperating university.
5. A supervisor from the FA of CUT, after determining the scope of substantive supervision, should obtain approval from the dean for their cooperation with a supervisor or co-supervisor from outside the FA of CUT.
6. The list of supervisors of master's diploma theses, effective for a given academic year, shall be announced to students by the dean within 30 days from the beginning of the academic year. The list also includes the research areas declared by individual supervisors, with a limit of no more than two.
7. The supervisor conducts no more than 10 diploma theses in a given academic year (in total for first- and second-cycle studies). The supervisor accepts second-cycle graduates, taking into account the number of first-cycle graduates promoted in a given academic year.
[bookmark: _Toc209687738]Choosing the supervisor
1. The student selects a master's thesis supervisor from the list of supervisors announced by the dean.
2. The student shall notify the thesis supervisor of their intention to complete the thesis, along with the predetermined topic, by submitting an application to the thesis supervisor, a model of which is attached as Appendix No. 1 to these regulations.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk33126090][bookmark: _Hlk161699317]The original application form, signed by the supervisor, is submitted by the student to the graduation unit no later than the end of the semester of study preceding the graduation semester. The original application form is signed by the supervisor. The student submits the original application, while the supervisor keeps a copy until at least the day after the day of the diploma exam.
4. The graduating unit sends to the dean's office summary lists of submissions to the supervisors (taking into account the limit), together with the original applications, no later than the closing date of enrollment.
5. The dean's office informs the dean of the number of students submitted to each supervisor, along with the assignment to the research area, within 7 working days from the closing date of enrollment.
6. Failure to submit the notification specified in sec.  3 shall mean the student's resignation from undertaking the diploma thesis in a given academic year.
[bookmark: _bookmark4][bookmark: _Toc209687739]Faculty Diploma Committee
1. Supervision of compliance with these regulations shall be exercised by the Faculty Diploma Committee.
2. The Faculty Diploma Committee is appointed annually, within 30 days from the date of commencement of the last semester of studies.
3. The Faculty Dissertation Committee consists of the dean, acting as chairman of the committee, the vice-dean responsible for diplomas in second-cycle studies, and three academic teachers, architects, designated by the dean, who meet the requirements for dissertation supervisors.
4. The basic tasks of the Faculty Diploma Committee include:
a) checking the compliance and consistency of the theses topics with the guidelines of these regulations;
b) appointing reviewers of diploma theses;
c) substantive supervision of the implementation of the theses exhibition;
d) determining proposals for the composition of diploma examination committees, which are appointed by the dean;
e) resolving, in justified cases, in consultation with the supervisor, disputes, including, for example, ambiguities regarding the definition of the thesis topic, or the assignment of the thesis to a research area.
[bookmark: _Toc209687740]Reviewer
1. Reviewers of theses are appointed by the Faculty Diploma Committee on the basis of the list of submitted theses and declared topics in the specified research areas.
2. The provisions regarding the supervisor specified in § 2 sec.2 of these specific regulations shall apply to the reviewer of the master's thesis.
3. The reviewer assigned to the thesis must not be from the graduating unit.
4. A reviewer is selected for a given academic year and may not serve in that capacity for more than two consecutive years. The interval before re-selection must be at least 1 year.
5. The list of reviewers shall be announced by the Faculty Diploma Committee within 30 days from the date of appointment of the committee.
6. The number of theses entrusted to the reviewer for evaluation should be approximately 20 theses.
[bookmark: _bookmark5][bookmark: _Toc209687741]Specialist consultations on the diploma thesis
1. The graduate student undergoes specialized consultations in a field directly related to the topic of the thesis, in accordance with the applicable program of study. The detailed subject and scope of consultation is determined by the supervisor, with the proviso that authors of master's theses in which architectural problems are solved should receive specialized, structural consultation.
2. The consultant must not be the supervisor or the reviewer of the diploma thesis.
[bookmark: _bookmark6][bookmark: _Toc209687742]The topic of the diploma thesis
1. The thesis consists of a theoretical research part and a practical design part.
2. The research part of the paper is a theoretical elaboration of the research problem.
3. The project part is a practical development of the research problem.
4. The thesis submitted for execution should be assigned to one of the research areas:
a) architectural and urban design;
b) conservation of architectural and urban monuments;
c) spatial and urban planning.
5. The dean reserves the right to propose once a year, within the areas indicated above, ordered research topics. Additional information on the implementation of the thesis within the framework of the ordered topic will be specified by the dean in an announcement no later than 30 days from the start date of the semester preceding the graduation semester.
[bookmark: _Toc209687743]Scope of the diploma thesis
1. The thesis consists of a theoretical research part and a practical design part.
2. The thesis is developed in Polish. It is allowed to develop a work in a foreign language, subject to the fulfillment of conditions analogous to those described in § 14.
3. The design part of the architectural and urban design thesis is to be about a building with a floor area of not less than 2,500m².
4. The design part of the thesis must not be related to the topics of projects done at the FA of CUT in the course of teaching.
5. The drawing part of master's thesis should be made and printed on boards of the format agreed with the supervisor, in a number that ensures a legible representation of the thesis project and fulfills the scope of its development, corresponding to no less than eight boards of 100x70cm format in the case of individual work and fourteen boards of 100x70cm in the case of team work performed by two students.
6. The drawing part should be made in a way that ensures an unambiguous reading of the idea of the project and the adopted spatial, functional and technical solutions.
7. [bookmark: _bookmark8]It is mandatory to submit presentation views of the project (no less than two perspective shots) with a size of no less than 50x70cm, including a minimum of one perspective in freehand technique.
8. Diploma theses on architectural objects and conservation of monuments should include presentations of solutions demonstrating knowledge of contemporary construction technology and technique, conservation of monuments, in the case of related work, and knowledge of construction law.
9. Construction drawings of selected parts of the building at the appropriate scale and solutions to technical details should be presented on one or more boards. The minimum scope is a vertical cross-section of an exterior wall, at a scale of 1:20, at the location most characteristic of the designed building.
10. In diploma theses in the field of spatial and urban planning, the solutions referred to in sections 5-6 correspond to urban planning details presented in appropriate scales.
11. The method of presentation of the diploma project: any unambiguous presentation of the concept, permanent technique, while the basic drawings (land use design, projections, sections, elevations or urban planning drawing and land use design or basic planning drawing), should be presented at appropriately selected scales.
12. In diploma theses in the fields of architecture, spatial and urban planning, it is mandatory to present the idea of the project with the help of a model of an appropriate scale. This element is not subject to evaluation by the supervisor and reviewer as part of the project opinion.
13. The written part of the thesis should include a research and design part, developed according to the following guidelines:
a) [bookmark: _Int_Wc9xUsS8]the research part develops the research topic undertaken, its detailed scope is agreed with the supervisor. It should bear the hallmarks of a scientific work in terms of form: layout, footnotes, illustrations, bibliography, etc.;
b) The project part should present the idea and design solutions, including:
· a concise description of the project idea,
· analysis of location, spatial, and other conditions - depending on the topic of the thesis,
· technical description for the diploma project, in accordance with the applicable regulations on the detailed scope and form of the construction project,
· all boards of the diploma project reduced to A4 format.
14. The volume of written essays should be approximately 40 pages of text with illustrations (at least 60,000 characters with spaces, i.e. 1.5 publication sheets), in addition to the boards of the diploma project. The description should not exceed 2 publication sheets. The descriptive part should be supplemented with A3 copies of the boards of the design part.
15. A template for the title sheet of the written part of the diploma project in Polish and English is included in Appendix No. 3 to these regulations.
16. The written part of the thesis should include an abstract in Polish and English at the beginning, totaling approximately 3,600 characters with spaces.
17. At the FA of CUT, the topic of the master's thesis can be carried out in teams by two students. Team implementation of a master's thesis requires written approval from the dean. Supported by the supervisor, the application for the dean's approval in this regard must be submitted no later than seven days before the beginning of the last semester of study. The work done in a team should be developed and presented in a way that makes it possible to clearly identify the parts of this work performed jointly and individually by individual graduate students.
Diploma examination
1. The diploma examination is conducted on the date set by the dean. A detailed schedule of diploma examinations, along with the composition of examination committees, is announced in the virtual dean's office system (eHMS) at least 7 days prior to the start of the examinations. The external examiner referred to in § 11 may not be identified by name at the time. The schedule of diploma examinations is also available in hard copy at the dean's office, for inspection by all authorized interested parties.
2. The conditions for admission to the diploma examination are set forth in the Rules of study at Cracow University of Technology. The application for admission to the diploma examination, the template for which is attached as Appendix No. 2 to these regulations, shall be submitted by the date indicated in the schedule of the last semester of study.
3. The diploma examination consists of two parts:
a) presentation of the diploma thesis by the diploma student – at this stage, the committee may require the diploma student to provide additional explanations related to the presentation of the diploma thesis;
b) answers to the questions of the diploma exam committee. The questions asked by the committee are related to the topic of the project submitted by the diploma student as a thesis, taking into account the learning outcomes expected to be achieved according to the study programme. The committee asks three questions, and the answers to these questions are evaluated. The grading scale is specified in § 17 sec. 1 of the Rules of study at Cracow University of Technology.
4. The course of the diploma examination is recorded in accordance with the provisions of the Rules of study at Cracow University of Technology.
5. If the diploma examination, at the request of the student or the supervisor, is open, the provisions of sec. 1-4 shall apply mutatis mutandis, with the proviso that the data disclosed within the framework of the open diploma examination shall not violate the regulations in force in this regard at Cracow University of Technology.
[bookmark: _Toc209687745]Thesis exhibition
1. An integral part of the graduation process is the exhibition (stationary or online) of master's theses (drawings of the design part) organized by all graduating units.
2. All theses admitted to the diploma exam shall be exhibited at least 7 days before the scheduled diploma exam.
3. The duration of the thesis exhibition should be consistent for all graduating units.
4. No other exhibitions are assumed to be organized for the duration of the exhibition.
5. If it is not possible to exhibit all the boards of the thesis, it is permissible to limit the number of boards, but there shall be at least four.
[bookmark: _Toc209687746]External examiner
1. An architect with unlimited design qualifications, who holds a construction license in the architectural specialty to design without limitations, who is not a faculty member of a higher education institution providing education in the field of architecture, and who is a member of the Malopolska Regional Chamber of Architects of the Republic of Poland (MPOIA), is invited to the examination committee as an external examiner.
2. External examiners are appointed by separate agreements.
3. [bookmark: _bookmark11]The external examiner is a full member of the diploma examination committee.
4. The external examiner expresses an opinion on the diploma thesis of each diploma student who takes the diploma examination in front of the committee of which the external examiner is a member. For this purpose, a form prepared by the FA of CUT shall be used.
5. [bookmark: _Hlk161700714]After completing the work of the examination committee, the external examiner completes the questionnaire according to the template prepared by the Faculty of Architecture at CUT. The questionnaire applies to the entire diploma exam conducted by the given committee. The information contained in the questionnaire may be used for internal purposes:
a) at the Faculty of Architecture;
b) by MPOIA;
c) for the purposes of accreditation by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA).
6. Any comments on the work of the external examiner shall be forwarded to the dean by the chairman of the examination committee in writing. The dean forwards these comments to MPOIA.
[bookmark: _bookmark12][bookmark: _Toc209687747]External rapporteur
1. Diploma examinations may be observed by an external rapporteur.
2. The external rapporteur is an architect with a construction license in architectural specialty to design without limitations, with many years of professional experience, delegated by MPOIA. The rapporteur cannot be an employee of any higher education institution.
3. The external rapporteur takes part in at least half of the diploma examinations in a given session.
4. The external rapporteur does not participate in the work of the diploma exam committee and is not a member of it.
5. An external rapporteur shall not be appointed as an external examiner during their term of office and for one year before and for one year after the termination of their position.
6. At the end of a given session of diploma examinations, the external rapporteur shall prepare a report in accordance with the following rules:
a) the report template is prepared by the FA of the CUT;
b) the report is prepared in Polish and English;
c) [bookmark: _Hlk161700857]the report is sent by the external rapporteur to the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) and to the dean of the FA of CUT;
d) the report is confidential;
e) the report does not mention individuals by name, nor any information that could be used to identify any diploma student or member of any examination committee;
f) the report is prepared for the purposes of RIBA accreditation.
7. The procedure for the appointment, dismissal of the external rapporteur, and the manner and amount of remuneration are determined by separate regulations and agreements.
[bookmark: _Toc209687748]Diploma examination in a foreign language
1. The diploma exam may be conducted in a foreign language in the following cases:
a) for master's degree programs in architecture in English - diploma exam conducted in English;
b) in the implementation of diploma procedures under international agreements;
c) at the request of a student who is not a Polish citizen, supported by the supervisor, subject to approval by the dean of the FA of CUT;
d) [bookmark: _Hlk33130962]in other special cases recognized by the dean.
2. A prerequisite for conducting the diploma exam in a foreign language is proficiency in speaking and writing in the language in which the exam is being conducted by the diploma student and by all members of the examination committee.
3. All documents related to the conduct of the diploma procedure in a foreign language, in particular:
a) submission to the thesis supervisor;
b) application for admission to the diploma examination;
c) the evaluation protocols of the supervisor and the reviewer;
should be drawn up in the language in which the diploma examination takes place and 
in Polish.
4. The provisions of § 31 section 10 of the Rules of study at Cracow University of Technology shall apply to the minutes of the diploma exam.
5. If the language of the diploma examination is not English:
a) the title of the diploma thesis should be translated into Polish and English;
b) on the title sheet of the thesis, the title of this thesis should be written in the language of the diploma exam, in Polish and in English;
c) descriptions of the drawing part of the diploma thesis should be drawn up in the language of the diploma examination, together with a translation into Polish or English;
d) a summary in Polish or English with a maximum volume of three pages of A4 format should be permanently attached to the descriptive part of the thesis.
[bookmark: _Toc209687749]Final provisions
1. Distinctions are granted on the terms set out in § 37 of the Rules of study at Cracow University of Technology.
2. The granting of other awards for diploma theses is regulated by separate regulations.
3. In matters not covered by these regulations, the provisions of the Rules of study at Cracow University of Technology shall apply.
4. These specific provisions shall enter into force on October 1, 2024. 

APPENDICES:
1. Submission to the diploma thesis supervisor.
2. Application for admission to the diploma examination.
3. Title sheet of the diploma project.

